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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, April 24, 2019 opening 
at 7:32 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz 
     Absent:   Salemi 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to approve the City Council Agenda for April 24, 2019, 
as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the following items on the consent agenda 
as submitted. 
 

A. March 12, 2019, Regular Meeting and March 26, 2019 Special Meeting  
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12044-12049, DD3501-3521, EFT1335-1342; 

and A/P check #’s 50405-50442, EFT 1912, 1914-1921, 1925-1930 ACH 1913, 1922-
1924, 1931-1932; TOTALING: $294,810.93. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works, Police and City Attorney Reports for March 2019.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

     FD-001-19 
Patricia Holihan, Tri-City Fire Board, discussed residents getting a Knox box.  This allows the Fire 
Department rapid access to a home without damaging the door.  She encouraged everyone to get one.  
The cost is $300.   
      B4-001-19 
Patrick Runk reported for the Parks & Rec Committee.  The Easter Egg Hunt was a great success.  A 
resident donated a bike and a number of gift baskets.  Runk thanked that resident.  May 18th is the 
annual Sylvan Shuffle.  He noted money was raised at the 70th Anniversary party, and the Parks & 
Rec Committee has been working with Martin, and ReLeaf to put some trees back into the 
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community.  He thanked Martin for helping out.  There will be a park cleanup May 19th at noon.  
They will paint picnic tables and benches, and clean the beach.   
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.   
     BD-002-19 
Ann LaDuke requested another rack be provided for kayaks.  The 32 spaces currently in place are 
already taken.  It would be nice to have one set for older/disabled people that are not so high.  Mayor 
Lorenz felt something could be provided.  Martin will have to look and see where another rack could 
go.   
     C4-001-10 
Sam Warwick, business owner at 2674 Orchard Lake Road, asked City Council to approve a massage 
license to an individual who he trusts.  She is very recommended and needs to move from where she 
currently is.  She would like to be in within a month.  He introduced Erin Aube.   Erin explained she 
works with medical, sports and therapeutic massages.  She has read the ordinance and noted the 250’ 
area where massage services are excluded.  She stated she has already submitted for application with 
the City.   
 
Jim Smith feels there is plenty of room for another kayak rack behind the tennis courts or by bocce 
courts.   
     M-003-19 
Helen Jane Peters noted two events coming.  The MI Week Breakfast is May 10th, which will honor 
volunteers.  Phil Thomas, Mark Wood and Terri Etter will receive awards.  June 7th is Apple Island 
Celebration.  They are now registered with the National registry.  This event will take place at the 
Orchard Lake Community Church.   
 
          
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin shared this is always a very busy time of year for the City. We have just finished the boat 
dock applications, which went quite well this year - only a few issues at the end.  The building 
department is very busy.  This month alone there were 15 zoning permit applications received; 9 have 
been approved, 5 require more information, and one that will be applying for a variance.  We have 
been working on our annual Goals and Objectives, annual budget which will be presented at the May 
City Council meeting, selling park tags and boat ramp keys, and things like that.  Another few big 
projects that we are working on are our annual consumer confidence report for the Water 
Department, new lead and copper testing regulations, and Dennise has been working on all of the 
items for our website overhaul that we discussed a couple months ago. 
 
Martin shared City Hall always receives a lot of complaints about neighbors this time of year.  So, we 
are dealing with that quite a bit.   
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The other interesting thing is people think as soon as the weather is nice, everything in the City 
should be fixed immediately.  We know there are a lot of things that need to be done.  We have a 
very extensive list of areas that need to be cleaned up, water main break areas that need to be 
restored, driveways repaved, pot holes filled - we’ve already placed over eight tons of cold patch, 
mulch added, beaches cleaned, parks spruced up, gates replaced, painted and installed, signs 
straightened, etc.  He noted most couldn’t be started until it’s warm and dry.   
 
Martin addressed the kayak rack request.  He will have to look to see what is best to do.  He noted 
City Hall did received the application for the massage therapist two days ago.  She is correct about 
the 250’ area.  He will have to look into it more.   
 
Martin made a few reminders.  It is not ok to drive in any of our parks with any type of vehicle - ever.  
It is not ok to let your dog run loose anywhere in the City at any time, and it is not ok to not pick up 
after your dog, or pick it up and leave the bag on the side of the street.  You also cannot legally have 
your dog on an extendable leash and that is extended to more than 6 feet. 
 
The Spring Household Hazardous Waste collection was held April 13 at the West Bloomfield 
Township complex. We had 38 residents participate and that’s great.  
 
Martin stated the city has lost several trees in the past 10 years.  We have planted quite a few, 
probably 50 in the past five years, but we still have a long way to go.  Patrick Runk on behalf of 
Sylvan Lake Parks and Rec applied for a grant with ReLeaf Michigan to purchase and install trees 
through the DTE Foundation.  The grant will pay for 15 to 18 trees, delivery, etc.  We will dig the 
holes, unload, and place the trees.  It’s a great program and will require some volunteers on planting 
day so watch for more information on that.  He thanked Patrick for all his work on this. 
    B4-002-19  
Martin also acknowledged Nancy Hunger, a long-time resident and Monarch Butterfly enthusiast is 
working on a plan to create the Monarch Mile along the Clinton River Trail. She has submitted a 
grant application with ITC to help fund the improvements.  The idea is to create a habitat that will 
encourage and support migratory Monarchs and other butterflies.  They intend to plant milkweed and 
other butterfly attracting plants along with the installation of incubation stations, placards, and 
observation benches.  This is a wonderful project and we are excited to work with Nancy on it.  It is 
so nice to see all of the volunteers that work very hard for the city, often without recognition.  We 
would not be the City we are without all of them. 
 
Lastly, he noted the City-wide garage sale is May 23-25th.        
  
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Zubrzycki welcomed and thanked everyone for coming.   
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Clarke thanked the Parks & Rec for the Easter Egg Hunt and he is looking forward to the park 
cleanup.  He asked everyone to stop by for an hour; it is easy to do.  
 
Cassar is hopeful another kayak rack can be provided.  He is pleased Phil Thomas is receiving 
recognition and an award. The weed control is not an easy task.  He stated Apple Island is a very 
interesting tour and everyone should try to attend. 
 
Lorenz thanked the Parks and Rec Committee.  They are a very active group.  He asked Jim Smith to 
provide an update on the Memorial Day Parade.   
 
Smith report the parade is May 27th at 11:30 a.m.   Volunteers are always needed as there is a lot to 
do. 
 
Lorenz noted the study session has been changed to May 1st at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
  
a. OCBC/SL Fireworks Request  M-004-19 

 
Martin reviewed this was discussed at the study session in March.  The OCBC is seeking approval to 
allow two new activities for the annual fireworks this year.  The first is allowing a Slow’s BBQ truck 
to park in the Ferndale Park, somewhere near the restroom are.   They also discussed another food 
truck/vendor at the Community Center. The second is to allow a DJ to play music in the Ferndale 
park. It would be family-friendly music at a very tolerable level.  The music would end when the 
fireworks begin. They discussed if we get a legitimate complaint about the music, we would have 
them lower the volume or stop.  We also discussed where the speakers would be placed, and which 
direction they would face.  Near the bathrooms was suggested because it has power there and that is 
necessary for the sound system.  Facing the water was suggested so the music would not be facing the 
residents.   
 
Clarke noted the focus was to have music for kids to dance to.   
 
Lorenz felt there was very good discussion at the study session.  He feels the Boat Club understands 
what the expectations are. He noted there was a comment about the boats and boat docks right there 
and not wanting to listen to music.  
 
Zubrzycki questioned the benefit to the city.  He is concerned with those who are sitting on a boat 
may not be able to hear themselves talk.  He feels this is making the event too commercial.  It is more 
risk than reward. 
 
Ed Robbins expressed his appreciation for the Boat Club and fireworks.  He is afraid the music will 
be extremely loud for those who have boats right there.   
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Clarke note it was discussed having the speakers facing towards the Boat Club. 
 
Zubrzycki asked what type of music will be played.  Clarke stated kid friendly music.  Zubrzycki still 
feels with the food truck it is to commercialized.   
 
 Moved by Clark, seconded Cassar, to approve allowing a food truck and DJ to be located at 
the Ferndale Park for the fireworks event on July 3, 2019 with the exact locations to be determined 
and approved by the City Manager. It is understood that the City reserves the right to require the DJ 
to reduce the volume or stop the music if deemed necessary. 
 
 Yes:   Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz 
 No:     Zubrzycki 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
    O-005-19  
b.  Consideration to Approve Ordinance 343, Recreational Marijuana Establishments 

           
Martin explained this has been discussed at a couple different study sessions.  The City Attorney 
drafted an ordinance to opt out at this time. 
 
Clarke supports the democratic action and supports residents passing this on the ballot.  He feels most 
people treat it like alcohol, which includes sales and establishments.  He feels they need to be open to 
the idea.   
 
Lorenz shared this ordinance relates to the business side; growing, processing, and selling.  The State 
has not yet created the rules and regulations for this.  The City does have the option to opt out now.  
That doesn’t mean we can’t opt back in, in the future.  He asked Attorney Schultz what most other 
communities are doing.  Schultz confirmed they are opting out at this time.  He noted there will be 
one case coming down which will help in the future.  The State will issue rules on how to get a 
license and what city regulations you can do.  It is tougher to get out if they don’t choose to opt out 
now.   
 
Jim Cowper expressed the problem with this type of business is a lot of cash.  It will provide a crime 
element. 
 
Ed Robbins feels they need to opt out for now and see what the State does.   
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Zubrzycki, to adopt Ordinance 343 – Prohibiting recreational 
marijuana establishments in the City of Sylvan Lake.   
 
 Yes:  Lorenz, Zubrzycki, Cassar 
 No:   Clarke 
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       ORDINANCE ADOPTED 
 
 
c.  Golf Cart Discussion  S-002-19 
 
Martin explained this was also discussed at the study session.  Currently golf carts are not allowed 
on the streets.  LSV-Low Speed Vehicles are a licensed and insured vehicle and are not part of the 
conversation.  Martin needs direction on what they want to take with this. 
 
Clarke feels there is a real road congestion problem in Sylvan Lake. He believes this will help 
reduce this.  He noted they will be treated like a car; you must 16 years of age to drive, no driving 
on the grass or driving under the influence.   
 
Cassar feels if allowed, the golf carts will be a real problem and they feel they have the right-of-
way.  It may create a dangerous situation.  
 
Zubrzycki is in favor of it with limitations.  He struggles with rules/regulations and where is the 
happy medium between a golf cart and spending $30,000 for a LSV.   
 
Lorenz asked what kind of liability are they opening the city up to?  Schultz felt it would be limited.  
Travel surfaces must be maintained.   Lorenz feels safety for the residents comes first and it may be 
a concern.  He is not in favor of this at this point.   
 
Clarke feels the real function is to get to the beach and $7,000 is a high price tag.   
 
Jeff Sherbow has seen a biker going 24 mph on the radar screen and feels speed limits and laws just 
need to be enforced.  He asked they give this a chance.   
 
Pete Peters feels there are some who would really benefit from this.  If they are elderly and can’t 
drive or ride a bike. 
 
Carl Skyner doesn’t see speeding cars being slowed down and feels having golf carts will help to  
slow things down.  He asked council to research other communities who allow this.   
 
Jim Cowper stated you can’t insure a golf cart as you would a vehicle.  There is limited liability on a 
person.  He is not in support of this.  Golf carts can’t protect residents if hurt by one.   
 
Neil Friedman stated the few allowed already go between the closed gates and it will only become 
more of a problem and more work for the police to enforce.   
 
Jim Smith is not in favor and he is not convinced it will add value.   
 
Barry Beard stated he is the one who brought this to council.  His intention was to lessen the parking 
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issue on Ferndale which occurs on the weekends.  You can park 4 golf carts in one parking space.  It 
will lessen the congestion at the beach.  Wabeek and Milford allow them.   
 
Ed Robbins feels they need to anticipate what could happen.  Safety, storage, and this will change 
the culture of the city.  Policing this will increase the duty to the Police.  He is not in favor and feels 
it is more a want than a need.  
 
Cassar is not in favor of it.  He feels if they did a trial period, it would be too hard to take away with 
a lot of money invested.   
 
Clarke feels there has been a lot of good discussions.  The estimate to add break lights, headlights 
was $600.  West Acres allows them; maybe they should reach out to them.  There is an aging 
population in Sylvan Lake, and people want to view the sunrise and sunsets. 
 
Zubrzycki feels more exploration needs to be done before looking at an ordinance.  Michigan is a 
no-fault insurance State.  There are implications.  As far as the elderly, you have to be a licensed 
driver to drive a golf cart.   
 
Martin asked council to email him if they had specific questions for Martin to look into. 
 
 
d.  Adjourn to Closed Session for purposes of personnel review under Section 8(a), at the City 

Manger’s request 
 

Moved by Clarke, seconded Zubrzycki, to adjourn to executive session for purposes of 
personnel review under Section 8(a), at the City Manger’s request 
 

 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
  
The meeting adjourned to closed session at 9:01 p.m. 
 
At 9:34 p.m. City Council reconvened the regular City Council meeting.   
 
e.  Resolution to Adopt MERS Drop Program and Signatories R1-002-19 R2-004-19 

 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Clarke, following John Martin’s personnel review, to approve 
the Define Benefit Plan Adoption Agreement adding the Deferred Retirement Option Program 
(DROP) and adopt the resolution establishing the City Manager and Clerk/Treasurer as authorized 
signatories for MERS Contracts and Service Credit Purchase approvals. 

 
 Yes:  Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz, Zubrzycki 
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 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 

 
 

 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 

 
   
 
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Cassar, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 

  MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:38 p.m. 
 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


